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This week in the GoldRush’s Office Chat, we decided to interview our newest Cadre members. In Office Chat each month we will
grab someone’s office (hopefully it is not in use) and interview the Detachment’s most interesting Cadre, Staff, and Cadets. In this
month’s Special Back to School Edition, I was given the distinct privilege to interview our very own Technical Sergeant fohnson
and Staff Sergeant Chaney with the intent of getting to know them better.

SSgt. Chaney:

Where were you born/ raised? “I was a military brat, born in Bitburg, Germany. Father was in the military, mother got out
after she became pregnant. I grew up everywhere, but primarily on the West Coast in Washington State, Fairchild Air Force
Base.” :

What made you want to join the Air Force? “My Father, mom, and uncle were in the Air Force. 1 was always a little interested
in the Air Force. My Father would take me to work and I loved the close nit feel of the people in it. Also, I loved to travel and the
‘real real’ reason was to get out of Washington. It was time to go.”

How long have you been in the AF? “11 years”

What are your current and past careers in the Air Force? “I came in as a 3A0X1 {Information Manager), five years in changed
to 3A1X1 (Administrator). This is not the same as the Personnel Career Field. Administration handles military forms,
paperwork, and websites.”

Where have you been stationed? “First was Signal Base Hill, then an Army Base: Fort Huachuca, then Mississippi, Sheppard
AFB, Turkey, Denver, lastly | was deployed to Florida and Qatar before arriving at Detachment 592.

What do you enjoy doing in your free time? “Well I'm a mom, so | have no hobbies. But, I love making things, I'm an artsy
person, I love spending time with my family and being outside. I love music; I will listen to any type of music except country.”




Which base was your favorite? “I had a really interesting time in Denver...the people is what made it so great. | had a great Wing
Commander and the Airmen below me were amazing. I am big on morale and the kind we had in the office was awesome. One of
the best moves I've ever made.”

if you could be stationed anywhere in the world, regardless if there was a base there, where would it be? “This is going to
sound silly, but I would like to be stationed in Atlanta or near Atlanta. It's on the East Coast and it is centrally located to where [
can visit everyone important to me within a few hours.”

Do you have any family? “My stepmom stayed in the Air Force and my Father got out, and that is why we stayed on the West
Coast. | have a younger brother. I met my husband when I was working at CE at Sheppard Air Force Base. My husband was an
airman at the time; he came to his in-processing. That day I had to leave, but he saw me and knew he wanted to talk to me. He
would come back and ‘lose his hat’ just so he could come speak to me. We have been inseparable since then and have been
married 10 years in February. I have two little girls, Naomi is 6 and Olivia is 2.”

What is your favorite type of food? “I love Seafood, fresh seafood. My husband is from Alabama, so whenever we visit I eat
crawfish and shrimp. I also love dark chocolate.”

What is your favorite color? “Purple, always been my favorite color and I love Donatello. He’s purple, but I love the Ninja Turtles
since | saw the original movie when I was a kid with my Father. It was awesome.”

Do you have any Pets? “No. I HATE animals. I just don't like them gmmng up we had a dog that didn’t really like me, so I have
disliked them since then.”

Lastly, what are your favorite sports/sports teams? “Alabama Roll Tide, I like to represent. I liked the ‘89 Pistons with Isaiah
Thomas and Bill Laimbeer. I also liked the Denver Broncos untll they let go. of Tim Tebow. So, I'm glad they lost the Superbowl. |
also love the Carolina Panthers. I would love to get tickets to a home game.”

TSgt. Johnson

Where were you born/ grow up? “Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, I was an Army Brat. Moved around for a little bit, but when my
mother got out we moved to Beaufort, NC in the Quter Banks.”

What made you want to join the Air Force? “After going to community college in St. Louis | moved to Augusta, Georgia with my
Dad to his next assignment. | talked to some recruiters and my Dad actually pushed me towards the Air Force because he knew it
would be a better fit for me than the Army. | never thought [ would stay in this long, but I decided to make a career out of it."

How long have you been in the Air Force? “17 years”

What are your current and past careers in the Air Force? ‘I have been Personnel the whole time. I wasn't sure exactly what 1
wanted to do when I came in, but, I scored high on the ASVAB on that side. So, [ decided to stay with Personnel.”

Where have you been stationed? "I started in Vance AFB for six years, which is in the middle of nowhere. I couldn't get
anywhere else until [ applied for a Special Duty Assignment. [ was so happy to leave and go to the Pentagon. After the Pentagon I
went to AFCC and after my time there I worked at the Total Force Service Center. Then I was deployed to Qatar and afterwards
came back to the States and was then assigned to Detachment 592.”

Has there been a learning curve since coming to Detachment 5927 “Sometimes you don’t really realize the work and
challenges if you have never worked in the ROTC Program. Normally, Personnel would not handle paychecks, so that is something
‘new. There are a lot of things that we wouldn't really do at a normal base. But, honestly, it is really fulfilling to see the cadets’
growth that they are going to have, and [ like talking with cadets and hearing their person experiences of the program.”

What is your favorite aircraft and Why? “I would have to take it back when I was stationed at a flying squadron with the T-38.1
am partial to that plane since I spent six years at Vance.

Do you have any family? “Yes | have a son who just entered high school.”




What are some aspects you have learned since joining the Air Force? “Well, you should always take care of your enlisted.
You should also never ‘burn your bridges,” always treat everyone with the same level of respect; since, you never know later
on if you are going to work with these people. It is a small Air Force. When I worked in the Evaluations Office, | would actually
see Sgt. Patterson from time to time in the same office. Then several years later she emailed me when I was about to take over
her position here and she was able to help me out. You just really don't know; it is just a really small world.”

If you could be stationed anywhere in the world, regardless if there was a base there, where would it be? “I would like
to go back to Hawaii. It was somewhere [ always wanted to be stationed, but never was able to getit. T would like to go
because I was born there and would like to show my son and it is so beautiful there.”

What is your favorite color? “I like Carolina Blue, not because of the Tarheels, but because I just love that color.”

What is your favorite kind of food? “There is not much I don’t eat, there is very few, but I like Mexican food. “1 prefer it
spicy. Thai food and especially Thai Tea is very geod too.”

What are your hobbies? “I like shopping, which is more of a sport. [ enjoy hanging out with my son. But generally I like
being out and about. I also love music; it is not unusual for me to play music in my office. I like any genre, hip hop or rap, but it
also depends on my mood. So, sometimes | will play contemporary gospel to build me back up.”

Summary

At the end of each interview, I asked TSgt. Johnson and SSgt.
Chaney if there is anything that they would like to tell cadets who need to
talkito them. $Sgt. Chaney replied that “they are here for the cadets and
that their doors are always open.” She also said that “we are always here
for you whenever you need something.” TSgt. Johnson replied that
everyone should take their cadet experience as a time growth and to stay
motivated. If you need anything, I am here, do not be afraid to come talkto = S8
us.” .
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attended either field training or “{army] grac

and 4 of 5 graduated top 3rd. Various high leadership
positions are held within the cadet corps including the
Armies Battalion Commander and 2nd in command. We
are pleased to have a great turnout with 11 candidates in
training for the year. We have also been invited to be

judges at 2 upcoming drill comps on Oct. 4 h

(Courtesy of Cadet Ngo)




- Cadet Captain McSwain




Arnold Air Society
By: John Jensen

Arnold Air Society (AAS) is an honorary
service organization dedicated to aid the development
of effective Air Force Officers. The Neil A. Armstrong
Squadron at UNC Charlotte has a long tradition of a
servant heart and solidarity among its members and
fall 2014 is no different. This semester AAS hosted a
fundraiser at Jason’s Deli and will be supporting our
annual 26th Drill Comp. with food and refreshments.
The squadron is also proud to help and support
Shining Hope Farms later this semester with their
amazing work with Hippotherapy. Our squadron
always has new and exciting things going on that
continue to help the community as well as provide
more opportunities for cadets to train as officer
candidates.
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Jensen specifically led the .
Wing Run at Lead Lab, all of which were quite
appropriate to the memorial run.

Especially in light of the currently
SIS.in Iraq, thesrun

many gooamen and women.




